  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War
Meeting Minutes—April 15, 2023—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library

Commander Drew Godby opened the meeting at 12:02 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation, while Commander Godby led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.

Members present were, Drew Godby, Alan Teller, Larry Myer, Merrell Kenworthy, Randy McNally, Travis LeMaster, Robert Clyde, Chris Godby, Stephon Hagman and Andrew Hagman. Guest Mike Slonaker was also present.

Old Business:
Commander Godby passed out the minutes from the last meeting; and gave members time to read them.   Lloyd Kenworthy made a motion to accept the minutes of Mar.18, 2023; seconded by Randy McNally; passed. Treasurer Elkin was absent. Junior Member Andrew Hagman was initiated by Commander Godby with assistance from Randy. The Cannon Cleaning Schedule was discussed:  Apr. Travis LeMaster; May Alan Teller; Jun. Drew; July ?; .Aug. Matt. The stand for the cannon ball was not discussed. in the absence of Matt. Randy reported on the Thraillkill Cemetery. There is to be a meeting in the cemetery on Tuesday, April 18 with  Randy, possibly Travis, the trustee and the restoration company. (The GAR post in Swayzee was the Edwin Lenox also (Lennox) Post # 408 1885-1922 (Disbanded 1897 reorganized in 1902). (The original Post Charter is in the post files in the Indiana State Archives. Sweetzer had a post Bradrick Post #404 1885 to 1889, 1889 is inferred. Suspended in 1889.))

 .May 28th at 2:00 PM The Last Soldier Ceremony for Pvt. Jonathan Jones Co. K 11th Indiana Infantry. He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, 411 N. Grant Street,  in Peru, IN. 
The VA application for a grave marker for W. S. VanMeter (VanMatre) will be done shortly.. We are to place a marker on the grave of Lance Stevens’ Civil War Ancestor, Winfield Scott Van Meter (VanMatre) Co. B 36th Indiana Volunteer Infantry,(severly wounded at Stones River, received a disability discharge, Feb. 21, 1863, and is buried in Daleville,IN at Saunders Cemetery. 

We discussed the program for the May 28th Last Soldier Ceremony. Commander Godby said Signature Conservations’ restoration of the Camp Charter would be $280.00, within the amount authorized. Drew said he is trying to get the Boy Scouts involved with the Last Soldier Ceremony; and is also working on locating family members of Jonathan Jones.  
New Business:
Future events:  Friday, Aug. 4, we will participate in the First Friday in downtown Kokomo. We will be in front of Matt’s Office, 208 N. Main St.  SUVCW Department Annual Encampment Apr. 29, South Branch of the Kokomo Howard County Public Library; The next Camp meeting will be May 20. Parker Shinn will speak at the next meeting about Orlando A. Somers, his grandfather. Alan pointed out he would not be able to attend the May meeting. Someone else will have to take notes and pass them on to Alan for typing. Travis passed out and spoke about the Patriotic Instruction on the Battle of Shiloh April 6-7, 1862. Travis noted Orlando was there with the 39th Indiana Infantry. 

The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Drew Godby at 12:57 PM.

 Alan Teller, Secretary

Drew gave an excellent PowerPoint presentation on the Battle of the Crater. He used maps and drawings to detail the idea, the tunnel, the explosion, and the fight. 

. 

