  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—March 18, 2023—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Drew Godby opened the meeting at 12:10 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation, while Commander Godby led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were, Drew Godby, Alan Teller, Larry Myer, Matt Elkin, Merrell Kenworthy, Randy McNally, Mike Thomas, and Lance Stevens. 
Old Business:
Commander Godby passed out the minutes from the last meeting; and gave members time to read them.   Matt Elkin made a motion to accept the minutes of Feb. 18, 2023; seconded by Merrell Kenworthy; passed. Treasurer Elkin gave the Treasurers Report.  Alan Teller reported Bill Martin was still working on his application for membership.: Commander Godby introduced Life members Mike Thomas and Lance Stevens, who had not attended a meeting for some time. The Cannon Cleaning Schedule was discussed: Mar. Randy McNally; Apr. Travis LeMaster; May Alan Teller; Jun. Drew; July ?; .Aug. Matt. The stand for the cannon ball was discussed. Matt said he had someone working on a design for the cannon ball stand. He had several ideas he was exploring. Randy reported on the Thraillkill Cemetery. The monument flag and flag staff topper need repair; and Randy is working on obtaining a quote for the repairs.
 .May 28th at 2:00 PM The Last Soldier Ceremony for Pvt. Jonathan Jones Co. K 11th Indiana Infantry. He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, 411 N. Grant Street,  in Peru, IN. 
Travis is working on getting a VA grave marker for W. S. VanMeter (VanMatre). We are to place a marker on the grave of Lance Stevens’ Civil War Ancestor, Winfield Scott Van Meter (VanMatre) Co. B 36th Indiana Volunteer Infantry,(severly wounded at Stones River, received a disability discharge, Feb. 21, 1863, and is buried in Daleville,IN at Saunders Cemetery. 
Commander Godby talked about recent G.O.s and passed copies around. Commander Godby discussed the possible new membership requirements to be voted on at 2023 National Encampment.  Commander Godby talks about Signature Conservations restoration of  the Camp Charter, may need additional funds, more than the $300.00 authorized,  to do the job correctly. Matt said we have Last Soldier flag holders available for our May 28th ceremony.  Drew said he is trying to get other organizations involved in the Ceremony including the Boy Scouts. Friday, Aug. 4, we will participate in the First Friday in downtown Kokomo. We will be in front of Matt’s Office, 208 N. Main St.  Alan said he would contact the Bill Adams to get our Last Soldier Ceremony list on the SVR Schedule of events needing SVR participants. We discussed the members that have not paid their dues. It was decided; and previously authorized, to drop for non-payment of dues Mark D. Griffith, Russell W. Kirchner, III, Robert A. Miller, and Mark A. Thornton. We will retain Craig L. Dunn and Matt will pay Craig’s dues for 2023. Commander Godby passed out SVR Membership cards. He also stated that the Department Junior Vice Commanders position will be open for a new candidate at the Department Annual Encampment on April 29. . 
New Business:
Future events: SUVCW Department Annual Encampment Apr. 29, South Branch of the Kokomo Howard County Public Library; Apr. 15, next Camp meeting same location and the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony in Springfield, IL, will also be the same day. 

The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Drew Godby at about 1:10 PM.
 Alan Teller, Secretary

Alan presented a program of Civil War stories: Johnny Clem, Jennie Wade, Two Brothers, Father William Corby, the 11th PA’s dog “Sallie”, 32nd IN Inf. Monument
. 
