  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—February 18, 2023—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Drew Godby opened the meeting at 12:12 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander Godby led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were, Travis LeMaster, Alan Teller, Larry Myer, Drew Godby, Chris Godby, Matt Elkin, Merrell Kenworthy, Ord LeMaster. Bill Martin was a guest. He requested and received membership application papers. 
Old Business:
 Commander Godby passed out the minutes from the last meeting; and gave members time to read them.   Travis LeMaster made a motion to accept the minutes of Jan.21, 2023; seconded by Merrell Kenworthy; passed. Treasurer Elkin gave the Treasurers Report. The Cannon Cleaning Schedule was discussed as: 
Feb. Alan; Mar. Randy; Apr. Travis; May Alan; Jun. Drew. May 28th at 2:00 PM The Last Soldier Ceremony for Pvt. Jonathan Jones Co. K 11th Indiana Infantry. He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Peru. 
A discussion began on Thrailkill Cemetery, Swayzee, IN. Travis said no meeting of the committee has taken place yet. A discussion of obtaining and placing a marker on the grave of Lance Stevens’ Civil War Ancestor took place. Winfield Scott Van Meter (VanMatre) Co. B 36th Indiana Volunteer Infantry,(severly wounded at Stones River, received a disability discharge, Feb. 21, 1863, and is buried in Daleville,IN at Saunders Cemetery. Commander Godby talked about recent G.O.s and passed copies around. Commander Godby asked for a moment of silence for ASUVCW Past National President Betty J. Baker who passed away 1/21/2023. He then asked about doing anything special for the 40th anniversary of Somers Camp #1. Drew and Travis volunteered to write an up to date history of the Camp. We discussed Scanning minutes at Fort Wayne, or at Matt’s office. Travis made a motion to have Signature Conservation Restore the Camp Charter for a sum of $300.00; Chris Godby seconded; passed. Matt said he will reorder the Camp Flag. Matt said is checking out using a park near the Mount Hope Cemetery in Peru, where he could fix food before the May 28th Ceremony; and restrooms would be available in the park. Drew said he is trying to get other organizations involved in the Ceremony including the Boy Scouts. Doing a second Last Soldier Project in 2023 was tabled for good. We will instead concentrate our efforts on cleaning grave stones and general restoration at Thrailkill Cemetery. Friday, Aug. 4, we will participate in the First Friday in downtown Kokomo. We will be in front of Matt’s Office, 208 N. Main St. Larry said he is willing to donate some “Hard Tack” for the event. Alan reported on the ceremony Feb. 12, 2023 at the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial.
New Business:
Future events: SUVCW Department Annual Encampment Apr. 29, South Branch of the Kokomo Howard County Public Library; Feb. 18-19,  Long Rifle Show, Noblesville, Hamilton Co. Fair Grounds; Mar.. 18, next Camp meeting same location. Travis gave the Camp Patriotic Instruction on the Battle Hymn of the Republic.
The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Drew Godby at 1:10 PM.
 Alan Teller, Secretary

Drew presented a program on the 28th USCT in the Civil War. They were organized at Camp Fremont near Fountain Square in Indianapolis. 
. 
