  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—January 21, 2023—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Drew Godby opened the meeting at 12:00 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander Godby led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were, Travis LeMaster, Alan Teller, Larry Myer, Drew Godby, Chris Godby, Matt Elkin, Randy McNally, and Merrell Kenworthy. Guests were Mike Slonaker and Tom Gebeau.
Old Business:
 Commander Godby passed out the minutes from the last meeting; and gave members time to read them.   Matt Elkin made a motion to accept the minutes of Dec. 17, 2022; seconded by Merrell Kenworthy; passed. Treasurer Elkin gave the Treasurers Report. The Cannon Cleaning Schedule was discussed as: Jan. Matt; Feb. Alan; Randy Mar.; Travis Apr.; Alan May.  Matt will see about a display for the cannon ball. Alan made a motion to set the date and time for the Last Soldier to be buried in Miami County to be May 28th at 2:00 PM  Travis seconded; passed. The Last Soldier is Pvt. Jonathan Jones Co. K 11th Indiana Infantry. He is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery in Peru.  A discussion began on Thrailkill Cemetery, Swayzee, IN. Matt made a motion to possibly clean Civil War Gravestones; clean-up the cemetery; and restore the monument; Travis seconded; passed. A committee was chosen of Randy, Travis, & Alan. Mike Slonaker also volunteered for the committee. Commander Godby asked about doing anything special for the 40th anniversary of Somers Camp #1. There was no further discussion. G. O.s were briefly discussed. Commander Godby asked for a moment of silence for PC-in-C Keith Harrison. Matt stated nothing further had been done about the Camp Flag.
New Business:
The Restoration of the Camp Charter was discussed. Do we know of anyone who could restore the names on the charter was asked. Alan made a motion for March 15 to be the last day to accept payment of membership dues for 2023. Any one paying after that pays a National $10.00 fine for reinstatement; Randy seconded; passed. Discussed the possibility of doing a second Last Soldier in 2023; tabled till next meeting. Matt made a motion to participate in the Kokomo Downtown First Friday on Aug. 4, 2023; Travis seconded; passed. Matt offered the area in front of his office, 208 N. Main St., tot be where we make our headquarters for this event.   Future events: SUVCW Department Annual Encampment Apr. 29, South Branch of the Kokomo Howard County Public Library; Feb. 12, Lincoln Day at the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial; Feb. 18-19,  Long Rifle Show, Noblesville, Hamilton Co. Fair Grounds; Feb. 18, next Camp meeting same location. Travis gave the Camp Patriotic Instruction Secession Crisis.
The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Drew Godby at 1:05 PM.
 Alan Teller, Secretary

Drew presented a program on “Memorial University”. He had recently completed the course and urged others to take the course.
. 
