  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—February 19, 2022—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Travis LeMaster opened the meeting at 12:07 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander LeMaster led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were, Alan Teller, Travis LeMaster, Larry Myers, Stephon Hagman, and Randy McNally.
Old Business:

Commander LeMaster passed out the minutes from the last meeting; and gave time to read them. Stephon Hagman made a motion to accept the minutes of Jan. 15, 2022; seconded by Larry Myers; passed. Travis gave his report as Commander saying among other things, he had visited a museum in Wabash and enjoyed the Civil War display. Travis also gave the Treasurers report for Matt. Alan gave a report in the SUVCW Life Member Report # 10; saying he had a check for the Camp for $12.00.  Drew reported through Travis that he had still heard nothing from Kokomo or Howard County Schools about a contest to name the “cannon mannequin”. His next step will be to bring it up to the school boards. Stephon reported the new pair of pants for the cannon mannequin did fit. The commander talked about General Order #6. George Frantz was contacted about the Benjamin Cohee grave marker being set in concrete. It was also discussed about possibly setting a marker for Daniel Reed in Warren County and James Alfrey in Blackford County? Travis reported the Camp should have the Camp Flag by May 6, for the First Friday recruitment outing at 208 N. Main, downtown Kokomo. It was mentioned we still are looking to get the Camp’s Charter re-lettered.
(Warren  County,  Daniel Webster Reed, Private, Co. F, 72nd Indiana Infantry (5/13/1841 – 2/16/1942). Buried in the Highland Cemetery, Williamsport, Warren County, Indiana  on Sunday, May 29, 2022 at 2:00 PM. Blackford County, James Augustus Alfrey, Private, Co. I, 132nd Volunteer Infantry (100 days, 1864) (11/1/1845 – 8/10/1938). He is buried in the Hartford City Cemetery (also known as the IOOF Cemetery), Blackford County Indiana, Sunday, Sept. 11 at 2:00 PM)

New Business:
Travis asked if anyone wanted to write articles for the Legion. No one responded. Travis reported Indiana Camps could hold Virtual Meetings. It was discussed if we should hold one. No decision was reached. It was reported the Indiana Department SUVCW Annual Encampment will be held June 4, 2022 at this specific location. Our next meeting will be Mar. 19, 2022.
The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Travis LeMaster at 12:40 PM. 

Alan Teller, Secretary

Larry Myers presented the program on Civil War Sharpshooters and their equipment.  Travis LeMaster aided him with PowerPoint. Larry talked and read about Col. Hiram Berdan, who was a civilian with military rank. Those applying for membership as a sharpshooter were required to pass Berdan’s arduous testing procedures. Various rifles and scopes were used by both the Union and Confederate armies. The equipment was updated as the war continued. Some men used their own equipment. Sharpshooters were capable of accurate shots up to 400 yards.
. 
