  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—January 15, 2022—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Travis LeMaster opened the meeting at 12:00 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander LeMaster led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Alan Teller, Travis LeMaster, Larry Myers; Merrell Kenworthy, Stephon Hagman, Drew Godby and guest Charles Short.
Old Business:

Matt Elkin made a motion to accept the minutes of Dec. 18, 2021, with three small corrections; seconded by Drew Godby; passed. The Commander introduced a guest Charles Short from Logansport. He had read about our meeting in the Logansport paper. Larry Myers donated $50.00 for the Camp flag. Stephon Hagman donated a pair of Civil War trousers for the “cannon mannequin”. His wife had made the trousers. He gave the trousers to Matt, who will see if they fit when he cleans the cannon this month. Matt gave the Treasurers report. He also said he would order the Camp flag next week. He had waited to be sure the Dec. minutes approved him to purchase the flag. Drew stated he had still heard nothing from Kokomo or Howard County Schools about a contest to name the “cannon mannequin”. Commander LeMaster said he has been in contact with the Boy Scouts in the Warren County area about participating in the Last Soldier Ceremony. They are a small troop. Commander LeMaster is also looking for someone to play Taps; and wants Logan’s Order # 11 included in the ceremony. The Commander also said he would talk to George Frantz about an update on the setting of the Last Soldier marker in concrete at the grave of Benjamin Cohee. Matt suggested he could build a form for the concrete.
(Warren  County,  Daniel Webster Reed, Private, Co. F, 72nd Indiana Infantry (5/13/1841 – 2/16/1942). Buried in the Highland Cemetery, Williamsport, Warren County, Indiana  on Sunday, May 29, 2022 at 2:00 PM. Blackford County, James Augustus Alfrey, Private, Co. I, 132nd Volunteer Infantry (100 days, 1864) (11/1/1845 – 8/10/1938). He is buried in the Hartford City Cemetery (also known as the IOOF Cemetery), Blackford County Indiana, Sunday, Sept. 11 at 2:00 PM)

New Business:
The Commander said the Department Midwinter Encampment will be held virtual via Zoom at 9:00 AM Sat., Jan. 29, 2022. Matt offered his office as a meeting place for the Camp to participate in the Zoom meeting. Stephon said the gun show, covering the time periods of Revolutionary War through Civil War, at the Hamilton County Fair Grounds was cancelled because of Covid.  The Camp was looking into having a table to recruit members at the show. For the First Friday Event in down town Kokomo on May 6, 2022, the Camp will have a table to recruit new members at 208 N. Main, in front of Matt Elkin’s Office. Some members will wear their SVR uniforms. Our Commander reminded us, Orlando Somers Birthday is Jan 24. Drew said he had talked to the library about “re-lettering” the names on our Charter, but has had no reply.
The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Travis LeMaster at 12:45 PM. 

Alan Teller, Secretary

The program was presented by Commander LeMaster featuring a PowerPoint presentation on Orlando Allen Somers’ Funeral, June 11, 1921. He had found a 36 page book/document covering every word of his funeral at the Indiana State Library. He had taken pictures of the pages of the document and used the photos of the pages in his presentation.
. 
