  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—October 16, 2021—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Travis LeMaster opened the meeting at 12:05 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander LeMaster led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Alan Teller, Travis LeMaster, Larry Myers; Guest was speaker Amy Russell from the Kokomo Howard County Library.
Old Business:
The Commander gave a few minutes for everyone to read the May 15, 2021 Minutes. Alan Teller made a motion to accept the minutes as written; seconded by Matt Elkin; passed. Alan Teller also made a motion to accept the minutes of Sept. 18, 2021, as written; seconded by Matt Elkin; passed. Commander LeMaster reviewed some of our activities since the last official meeting (May 30, Last Soldier Project for James Marsee Hoover, Fairview Cemetery, Tipton

and June 5, 9 AM SUVCW Department Annual Encampment, South Branch KHCPL). The Commander also agreed to check out the pricing and ordering of a Camp Flag from the Quartermaster. Matt Elkin talked about putting together an annual budget to include things such as Last Soldier Markers, Eagle Scout Awards, advertising and promotion items, etc

We discussed having two Last Soldier projects in 2022. First, Warren  County,  Daniel Webster Reed, Private, Co. F, 72nd Indiana Infantry (5/13/1841 – 2/16/1942). Buried in the Highland Cemetery, Williamsport, Warren County Indiana  on Sunday, May 29, 2022. Second, Blackford County, James Augustus Alfrey, Private, Co. I, 132nd Volunteer Infantry (100 days, 1864) (11/1/1845 – 8/10/1938). He is buried in the Hartford City Cemetery (also known as the IOOF Cemetery), Blackford County Indiana, Sunday, Sept. 11. Alan Teller gave a short report on the “CRA”.

Treasurer Matt Elkin gave the treasurers report. 

Commander LeMaster will get in contact with Drew Godby about contacts with middle schools for a possible Mannequin naming contest.(Think cannon mannequin) The cannon cleaning schedule is Oct. Alan; Nov. Travis; Dec. Matt.
 . 
New Bussiness:
            No other business came up.

The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Travis LeMaster at 12:45 PM. 

(Old subject not discussed: “George Frantz wrote an email saying Lynn Beck Tippecanoe County, Lauramie Township Trustee found the medallion grave marker for Benjamin Cohee”. We have heard no further on this subject.)
Amy Russell, Librarian, presented a PowerPoint program on databases made available by the KHCPL online from home with your library card, or at the library without a card. She demonstrated some of these: 1) The Howard County Memory Project contains among other things Howard County Civil War & GAR Records. 2) Two separate collections of old U. S. newspapers are available for searches. There are many, many other databases that can be searched from home through the library. The History and Genealogy Department of the library is at the library’s main branch downtown in the basement and contains other searchable reference materials as well as Civil War materials.
. 
. 
