Bylaws
Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Department of Indiana

Preamble

We, the descendants of the soldiers, sailors, and marines who served in the Army and Navy of the United States of America during the War of the Rebellion of 1861 to 1865, have formed this Camp of our Patriotic and Fraternal Order for the purpose and objects set forth in the Constitution and Regulations of our National Organization, and in so doing, pledge ourselves to commemorate our fathers deeds, to render loyal service to our country, and to promote the maintenance of American citizenship with respect for, and honor the flag.
Article I: Organization

Section 1:  The Camp shall be constituted and remain constituted as provided by the Constitution and Regulations (C&R) governing the National Organization, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, and shall be known as the ORLANDO A. SOMERS CAMP  #1, SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF THE CIVIL WAR. The camp is organized as an unincorporated association under the laws of the State of Indiana. The organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future tax code. 

Section 2:  This camp shall be located in Kokomo, Indiana.

Article II: Activities

Section 1: Activities not in furtherance of exempt purposes: No part of the net earnings, if any, of this unincorporated association, shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, trustees, officers or other private persons, except that the unincorporated association shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes described in section 501(c)3. No substantial part of the activities of the unincorporated association shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the unincorporated association shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these by-laws, the unincorporated association shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by an unincorporated association exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by an unincorporated association, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)2 of the Internal Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code.  

Article III:  Purpose and Objects

Section 1:  To perpetuate the memory of the Grand Army of the Republic and of the men who saved the Union 1861-1865; to assist in every practicable way in the preservation and making available for research of documents and records pertaining to the Grand Army of the Republic and its members; to cooperate in doing honor to all who have patriotically served our country in any war; to teach patriotism, and the duties of citizenship, the true history of our country, and the love and honor of our flag; to oppose every tendency or movement that would weaken loyalty to or make for the destruction or impairment of our constitutional Union; and to inculcate and broadly sustain the American principles of Representative Government , of equal rights, and of impartial justice for all.

Section 2: To observe through patriotic and historical programs and ceremonies Lincoln’s Birthday, Lincoln’s Death Day, Washington’s Birthday, Flag Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Veterans Day and such other patriotic occasions, as may be designated for honoring the flag of our country and those who sacrificed for it.

Article IV:  Membership


Section 1:  All membership classes and criteria for membership shall follow the guidelines specified in the Constitution and Regulations of our National Organization.


Section 2:  Associates shall be permitted in the Camp in accordance with the Constitution and Regulations of our National Organization.

Section 3:  Juniors shall be permitted in the Camp in accordance with the Constitutions and Regulations of our National Organization.

Section 4: Junior Associates shall be permitted in the Camp in accordance with the Constitutions and Regulations of our National Organization.

Article V:  Meetings


Section 1:  This Camp shall meet each month except June, July, and August.  The location of special and regular meetings shall be determined by the Camp Commander.


Section 2:  The Camp Commander, by and with the consent of the Camp Council, is authorized to call a special meeting of the Camp should he consider it necessary to do so, but no business shall be transacted at said meeting other than that set forth in the call therefore.


Section 3:  A quorum of at least four (4) of the members who are eligible to vote must be present to vote on any business at a regular or a special meeting.


Section 4:  The Ritual of our order or a form thereof shall be used at all meetings and ceremonies.


Section 5:  The Annual Camp meeting shall be held in compliance with the National Constitution and Regulations.
Article VI:  Officers

Section 1:  The officers of the Camp shall be chosen at the Annual Meeting of the Camp.  There shall be selected such officers of the Camp as designated in the National Constitution and Regulations.

Section 2:  The officers shall be installed at the Annual Meeting.

Article VII:  Finances


Section 1:  There shall be an initiation fee due at the acceptance of the application.  The minimum amount is to be in compliance with the National Constitution and Regulations. The amount is subject to the Camp determination of expenses involved.


Section 2:  There shall be annual dues, which shall be due January 1 of each year.  The amount of dues is to be determined by the Camp. 


Section 3:  The Camp shall have the power with membership approval to levy any special assessments deemed necessary for the operation of the Camp.

Article VIII:  Committees

Section 1:  The Camp Commander shall appoint committees and members to committees as deemed necessary. Suggested committees could be, but are not limited to, Camp Calling Committee, Camp Memorial Committee, Camp Publicity Committee, and Camp Program Committee.
Article IX

Minors

Section 1:   Per the Department of Indiana,  all subordinate Camps shall remain in full compliance with General Order 22, Series 2013-2014; the National Policy Regarding Minors adopted by the Council of Administration July 11, 2014, plus any subsequent Policy, General Order and/or Regulation of the Order regarding minor’s participation in any and all activities of the Order occurring within the Camps.

Article X

Inclusion of Other Regulations

Section 1: Included herein by reference and made a part of these Bylaws are the following rules and regulations and any subsequent amendments or modifications thereto: C&R of the National Organization of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

Article XI:  Amendments

Section 1:  Changes to the Bylaws may be proposed at any meeting.  Proposed changes shall be mailed to all members of the Camp at least ten (10) days prior to the next regular meeting, at which time proposed changes can be voted on.

Section 2:  The Bylaws and any changes thereto shall be in full force and effect upon approval of the Department Commander.


Section 3:  All Bylaws and Amendments theretofore existing and in force in this Camp are hereby repealed, including all motions and resolutions which may have been adopted at Camp Meetings from time to time concerning matters covered by these Bylaws.
                                                       Article XII

                           Separation, Dissolution and Disposition of Assets

Section 1: In the case of surrender or forfeiture of the Camp Charter, all Camp property and assets shall be turned over to the National Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War  via the Department Commander of the affected Camp acting as his duly authorized representative to collect and hold all such property in trust for the National Organization, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, an organization exempt from taxes under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code.  

Section 2: All property of the Camp shall be held for the National Organization, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, as a charitable trust that is held and used for the purpose for which the Order exists. Any such transfer or disposal within six months of disbandment or surrender of the Camp Charter without the written consent of the National Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War is prohibited. The property and funds of the Camp shall not be divided among its members.  

Section 3: In the event the National Organization, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, no longer exists, said property and funds shall revert to the benefit of the first and any remaining organization of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic or in their absence, to the State archives of Indiana.  

Section 4: Notwithstanding the above language, upon the dissolution of this organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government for a public purpose.
Submitted for approval this _________day of___________, 2018, after revising and incorporating all amendments authorized up to this time.

                                                                               __________________________

                                                                                        Camp Commander Attest:__________________________
                Camp Secretary


Approval:_____________________  
                                                                                          Department Commander





 

Date: ____________________

