  Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—April 17, 2021—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Travis LeMaster opened the meeting at 12:07 PM. Chaplain Larry Myers gave the invocation; while Commander LeMaster led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Alan Teller, Travis LeMaster, Larry Myers, Merrell Kenworthy, and Drew Godby; guests were Kokomo Tribune Laura Arwood, columnist & Kelly Lafferty, photographer; and Bryce Ward.
Old Business:
The Commander gave a few minutes for everyone to read the Mar. 20, 2021 Minutes. Matt Elkin made a motion to accept the minutes as written; seconded by Merrell Kenworthy; passed. Commander LeMaster asked for a minute of silence for Life Member, Past Camp Commander 1998 & 1999, and Past Department Commander, 2000 & 2001,Thomas C. Crawford, Jr. Secretary Teller gave a short bio of Tom. Commander LeMaster talked about our field trip to the home of Kenny Lawrence on Mar. 10 to view his large collection of Civil War, GAR, and Lincoln Memorabilia. Commander said he had submitted several articles about the Camp for the Legion. Drew Godby said the website is up and running; he has posted our minutes among other things on the website. Commander said he had visited several county historical societies and gave them copies of our brochure. George Frantz wrote an email saying he had spoken to Lynn Beck Tippecanoe County, Lauramie Township Trustee about the grave marker for Benjamin Cohee. The Trustee has said he has forgotten what he said he would do and lost the medallion. George will get back to him in 30 days. Drew Godby presented a SUVCW Eagle Scout Certificate and Patch to new Eagle Scout Quiton Cline at his Court of Honor at Camp Cullom near Frankfort.  Treasure Elkin gave the treasurers report. Alan brought photos of the two flag/banners he has at his house.
Future Dates:

Saturday May 15, Noon Somers Camp Meeting South Branch KHCPL

Sunday, May 30, Last Soldier Project for James Marsee Hoover, Fairview Cemetery, Tipton
Saturday June 5, 9 AM SUVCW Department Annual Encampment, South Branch KHCPL

Saturday June 26, Blood Drive 9 AM to 1 PM


Saturday July 17, Museum of the Soldier, Portland

Cannon Cleaning: April: Matt; May: Alan; Jun: Travis; Jul: Drew; Aug: Matt 

New Business: 
 Commander Le Master reviewed the last three G. O.’s #14, #15, #16  A discussion of the change to the SUVCW Department of Indiana Statement on Indiana’s Monuments and their protection took place. Then a vote to not support the “Indiana Monument Statement” with or without the new wording was taken after a motion by Alan; second by Matt; unanimously passed. Guest Bryce Ward talked about his ancestor Peter Unger, Co. G 150y IVI, buried under the name Peter Uncen. He also has three other Civil War ancestors. He read about our meeting in the Monticello newspaper.
The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Travis LeMaster at 2:10 PM. 
Secretary, Alan Teller
Alan presented a lengthy PowerPoint program on Gliders & Glider Pilots in WW II, using mostly photos taken by his uncle during the war. 
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