Orlando A. Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—February 20, 2021—South Branch Kokomo Howard County Public Library
Commander Travis LeMaster opened the meeting at 12:02 PM. Chaplain Larry Myer gave the invocation; while Commander LeMaster led the American Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance.
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Alan Teller, Travis LeMaster, George Frantz, Rob Miller, Merrell Kenworthy, Larry Myer, Stephon Hagman,.
Old Business:
The Commander gave a few minutes for everyone to read the Jan. 16, 2021 Minutes. Matt Elkin made a motion to accept the minutes as written; seconded by George Frantz; passed. Commander LeMaster talked about the Cemetery Restoration Committee: Travis Lemaster, Grant County; George Frantz, Tippecanoe County; Stephon Hagman, Tipton County, and Alan Teller, Howard County. Matt Elkin gave the treasurers report. Some discussion ensued about the collection of membership dues. Alan made a motion to drop anyone not paid by March 15 (This is needed in order for the secretary to prepare Form 27); Matt seconded; passed. Any one dropped will then have to be reinstated to continue membership. Reinstatement will require 2021 dues plus a $10.00 Reinstatement Fee. Commander LeMaster asked for reports from each of the officers. Alan noted he had the 25 Eagle Scout Patches and Matt had reimbursed Alan $40.00 for the purchase of the patches. Commander LeMaster initiated New member Robert “Rob” Miller. Cannon cleaning schedule is Feb. Travis, done; Mar. George; Apr. Matt; May Alan. 
Unfinished Business: Stephon reported on the “Last Soldier project to be held at Fairview Cemetery, Tipton,IN. We need to set a date for a ceremony.  The Tipton Historical Society thinks there may be a relative of James Marsee Hoover.
Future Meetings:  Mar. 20, Noon, Somers Camp South Library Branch
                               Apr. 17, Noon, Somers Camp South Library Branch
                               May 15, Noon, Somers Camp South Library Branch
                               Jun.   5, Indiana Department Place and time unknown
New Business: Webpage construction and where to house the webpage were discussed. It was decided to give Drew Godby all of the leeway he needs to do the job. The Department of Indiana has developed a Statement on Monument and Memorial Vandalism they want to present it to the next National Encampment. The Camp will vote to support or not to support the Satement at the March Meeting. Commander LeMaster will distribute copies of the Statement to all of the membership. Kenny Lawrence came into our meeting late. He invited us as a camp to visit his home to view all of the GAR, Civil War, and Lincoln artifacts he has collected over the years.

The meeting was adjourned and closed by Camp Commander Travis LeMaster at 12:50 PM. 
Secretary, Alan Teller
Stephon Hagman presented an interesting program on Civil War Reenacting. He came fully clothed as a Civil War reenactor with all the weapons, clothing, accessories, and manuals. 
. 
